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The National City Bank, at the time when Mr. Harriman began the reconstruction of the Union Pacific, was the bank of the Standard Oil Company, and James Stillman, its president, was very closely associated with William Rockefeller and H. H. Rogers. It was only natural, therefore, that when he became satisfied that Harriman was "a remarkable man, and a man of unalloyed frankness and honesty," he should introduce him to the Standard Oil managers. This he did about 1901, and Rockefeller and Rogers were soon afterward added to the group of influential and powerful men upon whom Harriman could confidently rely. This group, as John Moody afterward said, " certainly surpassed in financial resources any set of men in the history of the financial world." *
Many times in later years its members gave Harriman financial support when he needed tens of millions of dollars, in credit or cash, for the realization of his far-reaching plans.
The first time that the interests of the Harriman lines were menaced, after the purchase of the Burlington by the Northern Pacific, was in 1901, when Senator William A. Clark, of Montana, who had made a great deal of money in the Butte copper
1 "Masters of Capital in America," by John Moody and George Kibbe Turner; McClure's Magazine, December, 1910, p. 347.